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Fon 5 215 'whic | on, 
v'd, tionour” erenc 

d up 41 for that fingula Gravity wg, 
1 which adorned Him in the ſight of all Men; 
and for that great U/e which it has pleas'd Gon to 
make of Him in his Church for theſe ſixty Years. 


You aro now Your ſelf old £9 S gray- bebe} ho” 
You have not attained to the Days of the Years of your 
BrzoTuzr; and are || waiting for the Conſolation of 
a peaceful Diſmiſſion. aſter Him, 28. ! ought to think 
of you: And! heartily pray that you may be growing 
rich in — and ripe for 9 


Ir is an Honour to your Poſterity »t to 
have had an Uncrs of ſuch Name. and 8 : 
Eſteem in theſe Churches; and your Worthy S0, 
am confideat, do account. Themſelves honoured by 


God in the Relation 2 have ſtood to Him. 
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i Luke ii. 25, 23, N 
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ie Porte IF 
" THOSE things which 12 both 3 


Aud received, and beard, 4 Fre is Him, do: 
the 602 of Peace * a 


/  Anv now T joyn your Mourni with the bereaved 
Hock & Family, the Ea Reli and ber Children; 
Nom ( I truſt we may ſay,) we love in the Truth ; 
Grace be with Them, Mercy and Peace. 


Mar the blelfefiomfore 


11 er be ever near to the Soul 

N of his aged Handmaid, the few Days ſhe has to ſur. 

vive: And may 4 gouble Portion of the Goon Sr In Iv 

which reſted on the Deceaſed, be inherited by his 

honoured Song; ; that in the Stations which Gop has 

allotted them in his Church and in the State, they 
Generation. 


my be made great Bleſſivgs in their 


| Win I have” alſo mourned with m ny Fathers and 
Bro bren, the Miniſters of the bereaved County, and 
3 Orbers his Sons I ſhall add no more, 
1 but to entreat e and yours for Me, who 
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| n K Death of the aged, holy, yene- 
. Þ, rable, _Apoſftojical Man of 60 Y. 
" So.omon S Top DAA p, for à long 
courſe of Years Kr. Grace ) thefaith- 
ful Paſtor of the Church of Cn is 
in Northampron, has led me to 4 
Word Tad, ber the preſent Lectur. 11 


N | oink K l b. et u At dagen . to his 
"Name and Mem »( giving unto Free Grace the Glo 
of all that He was made to us and did among us 
12 this Place and Lecture, upon the firſt notice of 
is era Deceaſe, to moutn the common Bereave- 
mens of all our Churches. For as bg hes bee. for 
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"ſo in the wy - a 5 — burning Miniftry, he — 


oy e in Ni Gifts and Graces 
. of the Mer th — x fo err — 


County, > 5 alſo to thoſe of the whole Zand. / 
 Arrzx thoſe in M de ourhood, it may be 


his os and 4 were not 225 dear and. — ä 
any where t e Place of his 
Sirrh; where ho 1 Mrs 20 Ae receiv'd his 
annual Viſits with a 2 Revetence and Pleaſure ; 


as * wer AL * * "Jt eie ment * 11 
oer 287 pe * od EE x 


his 
Eirbrierh Year with all the Deli ht Satisfaction 
that a Fa rRNA has in vi ting the * his 3 


m Year to Vear, whi 2 were received 
blies that Hun In Ris re n 
1 — Han vn ie L5H e 


that. is rea de BS at he was 
7 among the 4 — * 
our Lon vo Jzsvs; V —_ . 

Prince SE 1 Nt vany l {vn rally 
alical ſenſe; that is to ſay, the Firſt for 
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che eigbey fifth Year of his Liſe; his Lox g iving 
kim ep fo of Body equal to that of his Soll # 
ſuch a Run of Labour and. Service; and therein a 
happy fruitful old Age; bis Day and his Work ending 
WERE, ̃ ¼%ͤÄO è ,, ĩ˙ 
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© Any accorditigly, No Miniſter in the Land .liv'd 
more mindful of Beath, his own and his People's Death; 
the firſt and laſt Character of a Miniſter of the New- 
Teſtament, ſtudions to fave Himſelf and Them that hear 
him, and 2 for Souls as One that muft givo 
an Account. And who among Men, for many a Tear | 
paſt, has enjoy'd.a more ſetled Peace, and full Aſſurance 
of his In -in Car ist, than this Servant of the 
Lox v did? whereby he liv'd above the Feat of Death, 
in z algen Preparation for i, and in a pleaſing Ex- 
rc i. Re Perot 


Wastrokx no Minifter in the Land, (I am bold 

to iy it) for ſcores of Years paſt, could with greater 
Freedom and Meaſure, Integrity and Truth, have taken 
to Himſelf %% Words of the Apoſtle Peter, which 
1 have choſen for his Funeral; and have aid to his 
Hearers in the Name and Fear of Gop, with all Hu- 
mility and Confidence ; --- Jo You thas have ob- 
trained like precious Faith wwith us, through the Righ- 

reouſneſs of OD, and cur Saviour Jesvs Cnaast ; 
--- I will not be negligent to put you always in Re- 
 membrance, tho ye know and be eſtabliſhed inthe Truth : 
"nt — 5 it meet 1 long as I am od this Faber 
nacle, to flir you n utting you in Rememvrance 3 
knowins that ſportly T hup 555 rl my Tabernacle, 
'as our Loxp Jxsvs CurasT hath fhewed me: More- 
over, I «ill endeavour that after my Deceaſe you may 
be able ro have theſe things always in Remembrance. 


. WORDS very ſutable from a 4xing Miniſter to dying 
Hearers. Words worthy of a dying Apoſtle. Now 7ke/e 
be che laft Words of PRTIA Ne ſpeaks of his approach- 
ing Di ſſſolurion; He ſpeaks of his Hod, and calls is 
his Tabernacle; He "m— of the purting off thig his 
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e; he krem that he myſt. do it and that ve 
n e knew is by the Co outlet Nat re, for he 34 


b ow 10; but he Knew it more by what, Jz$us his Lord 


ad [aid to him concerning it. : This he ever kept in 

21 this he here calls to 1 Ne and ſpeaks of it to 
quicken Himſelf, and to excite Thoſe to whom he wrote, 
oA careful and diligent Improvment of the few remain. 
Pays ROWS 1 ina ATTN), * dns "me 


"No whe 7; ub. 2 ate * to us for our 
pick rt Meditation; and ſerious Conlideration, are thele, 


5 7 Th "CY the Body of Man is | the Souls Ther- 


4 I wo ut Bir f off this our Tabe cle. 
1 Take our” 735 rs ERR Ty 


us that we n 40 6 0. 


24 26 ales 
85 "the Beh to ox up kbenv 1 [their Þ 6p le, 


* Haig them in Ramembranco of theſe things. 


Jay. OY 1. of Man is 'the Tubes valle of the 
Soul a Tabernacle. As our Lox. Jisvs 


one 5 f. 78 his own ſacred Body, and ſaid, 2 is 


was the true 7. 210 ef * "which Fx 
K. pitched, and not Man. His human Nature was 
ſo, for therein the Son oF Cop raberiaced with 
us. Our Bodies are the ſal}, frail and - movable 
Dvellings. of our Souls of meas Materials, eaſy 
"taker down, and to be taken down within a little time, 
ans to de ſer up again to dwell in. We continue 
them but a few days, and we leave. but. PE: 2 by 
more, to return into them again. 


| Ir "ve conſider. the” Body of Man in its ne 
Frame and jir/t State; or if we conſider our Bodies in 
the ir Jeff and Refurrection State; they are ore than 
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Tabernacles. They Were and ate in . View of an 
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the ll df Gov, a Houſe not made 5 0 ON 
made for tuity; for Immortality, never” * 
— tens i "Yar, to 5 iy 

corrupt a to * 
rt of is o own Manſion and 
laces. 


” Yar is ihe ody "now le, ir u Wondbfiiy: wage 
ſet up and kept ü ” Call it a Tabernacle; it h 4 
and noble one in it ſelf; like that of Moſes,” n Work A 
hong Deſign, and whereon much Art and Coft and 

was beſtowed, Our Souls could neither provide 
this Tex; for themſelves ; nor can they now uptiold, on 
preſerve it from falling, nd. not a Day. The Soul 
neither may nor can leave it at it's pleafure, tho it 
moves and removes it at it's Will; and often injures i by 
Ws paſſions. , 


"Tan Body mould be a Paberciacte for Gow! to'd 4 
in; for Him to be ee and 222 * both He! 
and for ever. | 20 Nor GC 


MTU 


* Wt 


Is there is my thing now en it, we our Aves \ 
have brought that upon it: We have made it #His Cor 
ruptible falliig thing, which it is now become. 
was a fair and  beauteous” Houſe, as Gop” amd and 
finiſh'd it; and will be fo "again 1 when he ſhall raile.: it 
again and reſtore it. 


Lr us thank Gop for NO Dwelling. He Ale! it 
for us, gave it to us, put us into it. Let us give Him 
the Glory of it : || *© A Body haſt Thou prepited m 
Thou art He that did rake me out of the Womb I 
244 2. 2. Nr en T am fearfully and 3 
ma 


; "> 2 . * | 1 9 
xg un conſecrate the Tent, ſuch as it is, to Gov : 
He will accept the Dedication of it and du ell in it. He 


Keb. x. 5. Plal. xi. 9, cxxxix. 4. 
„ B 2 made 


„ MINISTERS and of 
made it for Himſelf at firſt, and he now. requires · us ta 


ive it back to Him, to uſe it for Him and ferve Him 
it. Let us ſupplicate Him to ſanctify us to Himſelf, 


| that yy may be Holy both in Body and Spirit; an 
chat 
| every Right, of Creation, Redemption and daily Pre- 


may be glorified in both, for they are His, by 


tion. } 
Bur while we are in theſe mortal Bodies, let us 


Efteem them as 30 more than our earthly Houſe and 


Connry ; heavenly and everlaſting Habitations. . 


Tabernacle ; our meaner and dps Part. Let us daily 
think of leaving this Houſe of Clay, expect to remove 
ſhortly out of it. If we wait a few days, 2% Grave #s 
our Houſe ; and the Graves are ready for us f. By 
Faith let us  /ojourn here as in a ſtrange Land, dwelling 
in Tents, as the Heirs of Promiſe did of old. And con- 
tent in our preſent Lot, let us be ſeeking a better 


* 


Finally, Wno hurts or me/iſes his own Dwelling ? 
Who is there but takes care of it and repairs It? and 
yet who ſets up a Booth and thinks of living long in it? 


| ay 
II. Ws muft ſportly put off this our Tabernacle, and 


we ſhou'd know that we muſt do ſo. The phra/e here 
ſeems not quite ſo proper: We _ of putting of 
our Cloaths, but of rakizg; Jows a Tabernacle, or of 


klang ous of it. But ſo it pleaſes the Hory Guosy to 


the Mozaphors, in eny Text and in other places . 


Darn is the Souls' Purring off the Body, as a Man 
puts off his Clothes at Night, after the Work of the 
y, and lies down to Sleep. So Aaron's putting off 
his Prieftly Robes, was the Figure & Image of his fol- 
lowing Deceaſe. Ch ap <3 


* Dzarw is the Souls removing out of it's 
Dwelling of Fleſh. The Body is no longer habitable ; 
it falls and moulders into duſt. As King Hezekiab 


1 Job xvii. 1,13. Heb, xi. 9, 14. „ 2 Cor. v. . 
. ö prayed 


9 3 Y p i N "I 
7 y * * N <> q * 
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5 their own Death... 1 » 
prayed at the Approach of Death, * © My Age it re- 
moved 4s a Shepherds r TOS * 


' SunxzLy Jonadab the Father of the Rechabires, + who 
commanded his Poſterity not to build them Houſes, 
but all their Days to dwell in Tents; meant thereby 
to admoniſh them that their preſent Life in the Body was 
no other than as in a Tent and Tabernacle; and that 
in the wiſe Conſideration hereof they ſhould E 
paſs the Time of their ſojourning here in Har. And 
thus the Rechabires are an Image unto the Church for 
. of Men ſpiritually wiſe ſor their Souls and a better 


; In our Text thete are rhree things ſaid about our 

putting off our Tabernacle ; “ that we muft do it, that 

yy on do it ſhortly, and that we nem we mut 
0 10. Sogn eee 1 ee 


1. Wx muſt do it: It is not left to our Choice, _ 
we will, or ben, or how it ſhall be. Death comes 
with his Commiffion and Authority from Gop, and lays 
to us, You muſt and ſhall go. His Call to us is, Come 
away l. and with a ftrong Hand he hales and turns us 
out. He pulls down the 'Tabernacle over our heads, 
and tears the Body in pieces, Plal. 99. 3. Thou rarne 
Man to Deſtraction. 104. 29. Thou takeſt © awway”* th 
Breath, they die and reis to their, Duſt. The 
rineſs of Man is bowed down, and the Haughtineſs of 
Man is laid low, in the Day of Dearh, 

2. Ws muſt die ſbortly. How ſoon or ſuddenly we 
know not; but we are ſure it will be ſhortly, © Are nos 
my Days few? || Remember how ſport my Time" is 1 
How long have I ro live? Are nat my Days as zbe 
Day of an Hireling * For what 35 ycur Liſe? it is © 
even as @ Vapour, that endureth bur a little while; and + 
| . ae 


* Iſa. xxxviii. 12. 7 Jer. xxxv. 2. + Job x. 20; Xv. 7. 
Pal, xx 47, Jam. iv. 14. 1 
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5 Fi 
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95 have, 3 2. real Knowledge of this p 7 $ 
17 chen? how few. among the 


2 ' _ Language ofScripyure, © Who know not, nor under - 


4 Pral. xe. 6, Job ix 26. vil. 6. 


0 : " wo. * a 7 2 3” *n-n 4 KA 
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| 5 | axis res. RS vat, of 


this Gasen page, 86 the f Cloud ij confumed by the 
Sun, or the Wind drives it away. So the Exaſt flou- 
bet in the Mo Meraing 


and is cut down. at Even. > 

0d the il Shi 31 x Sex, and the 
125 away. And, ſo the Weavers 

e paſſes in an t thro' the Loom. Next to | 

ot hing a1 all; and ſuch is our Age before Cop; 

2 5. My EI F545. c 2 before Thee. Thus 
caches. us to 


wean 
boring of Human Lf 


3. W know that it is thus ſhort.” Knowing that , 
ortly pus off this my Tabernacle. Who of us 

this, in one ſenſe? sad yet how few of us 
may. there be that know it, in another ? and as we 


all 14 55 to know it? Would to Gop we every one 


could lay like Peter, that we truly know it! that we 
bene fer Po and realize it every Day we live 


"Faw, very few. ; among the dying Children of Men 
common 
Die; We but 
ving conſider it, 
Vit to heart, keep it in mind, and Live as if they 
Ls? his is to knew and underſtand in the 
guage of riprore. and of my Tex. + Md 


rez. Apoſtle liv'd and Sreactva, and wrote and 
Tc t according to this Knowledge; and ſo ſhall we 
we — 03 this and conſiden our latter End : 

ile tho careleſs and inconſiderate are the 1gnorans 


The Living tha: 7. "hey þ 
i 


pd, but walk. on in Darkneſs, Plal.. 82. 5. 


1 * is the Anckifying Im preſſion of thi known Truth 
won. our Minds. and Conſciences, and the ruling 
er of it over our Thoughts, Words and Actions, 


that becomes — Creatures, who are haſtening to an 


Tu 13 


= \ mY * 
* 1 » G 4 * . 
| va * 5 , TAY x 


 #heir, own, Dead. © 24 


1 | 


Tas is Loos 


ving Knowledge of our "vip: 
Mortality ; wr ink 15 Gor! 's Work n us and from 
his. enlichtning Spirit; ſo it is Liſe Eterna to us te 
have this Know — * Death, 1 * e 
Conlderation | of our dying State. 


2:48 "BE | 
W all lack this Wiſdom, 1 me EET ask it 

Gop; A 2 gy yo know my. Rag 225 
meaſure Of m „ 248 knew 

můſt be Wade bb" know "4g we are hardly bro 

4 1 9 it, our. fooliſh earthly. Hearts are very v 

to the ſerious Conſideration of Death. and Eternity ;.t 

mg Ae this A N ul 

* + F 1 4 | ane 2 


Hz chap has lead his / ranghy of 
v. Pfal. 90. 12. So reac = ro T our 455, 
that we may apply our Hearts unto Wiſdom. We can t 


infuſe this ſpiritual Wiſdom into our ſelxes or outs. Je 


we may g to Gop for it, who. giveth, liberally 

braideth not. He wishes us this underſtandinig/Hear 
Deut. 32. 29. O that they were une, than they 

ſtood this; thas they would conſider their latter. 755 
Let us fall in with this blefled J/5þ of Gop for us, and 
turn it into aPn Avis to Him; O that we dene 
wiſe, to cages this. 1 And that we may, know, This: 
favingly, or be leſt for ever Inexcuſable in our Forgetful . 
15 and Inconſi Ae I come to the 1 25 


III. "Tuan our Tas sus Caster bas ewn 45 
this, © that we muſt ſhortly put off our Tabernacle. 


Knowing that I muſt, even as our Fa Þ N N 
bath ſhewed me. 


I. ſhall here conſider, fir 5 5 the very partic 2 
extraordinary Revelation: that er pad made to 
eter reſpecting the Time and Manner of . Death, 


Fla L XXIX. 4. 
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* f * Ps 6 — 3 © N — £3 & a TET > = £442 i 
, f $ F | 
$4. o Z * ? 
2 b 


. 1 


#. * 


| forth his Hands 10 be 
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16 MIN ISTERS mindful of 
To thar'the A 
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enen in 15 Text, namely, to 
the Words of the riſen ] Ixs us to John 21. 18,1 8 
3. 5 to bim by what Death he one: glorify © 
hat ates l. bens be old he ſpould ſtretch | 
und for it. So that the Lon vo 
let him * ** that he ſhould live to be od, 
that he fhould die a violent Death, and that 
he 8 2 2 525 ro his Martyrdom. And 
oh m2 i 
Ton —— 75 e ae a, 47 $f 
own "Readineſs, C and Conſtancy in his Expecta- 
hed Bes th. He was now cd, and 
| to lf out fs Hands unto” them that ſhould. 
bind him for Death. Knowing g ( "a he ) „ y — 
ſhortly go off my Tabernacle: He ſpeaks as oi 
and willing to go, whenever the Lonp ſhould eaſe. 


en x roron Pere had not been the moſt parteny: 
at the Thot's of Sufferings, and of an ignomgnous = 
cruel Death in particular. He of all the, Diſciples was 
8 the eaſt likely to ftrerch forth his hands for anot r 
0 77 him. When Cxn1sr ſpake firſt of his on 


Crucifixion, Peter could not bear it; & Lon p (ſaid he) 


this ſhall not be. When he ſaw the rude Guards lay: 
hold on his Lon v, he drew and wounded Malthus. When 
he faw himſelf like to be ſeized and arraigned, he 
thrice Jcnied-Canisr, Theſe things did not at all look 

as if he hereafter ſhould be the 7 who when he 
mould be old ſhould go freely, meek! DA and reſignedly 
to a Cre for the Name of CHRIST. Cnr 157. told 
him all 7/5 in the Preſence of his Brethren, to put Ho- 
nour him after his Fall, and to comfort him in his 
Sorrow for it, and to encourage him in his Self-diffidence, 


| 2 and Fear. And by the Words ofmy .Texz we 


e that. He remembers with Pleaſure what CHRIS 
had ſaid to him of * g off his Tabernacle, and was 
PIT 7 


Now it is true that none of us have any ſuch par- 
ticular Revelation made to us, concerning the Time 
and Mannef of gur Death. Never the leſs it is moſt. 
true 


4 5 = = n 
FR 5. . — 22 x reer = 
their own Dearth, 11 


true we certain, as to 5 5 one of us, That Cunis r 
aß many 2 Time, and in — 2 EWA co 5 Nat 
e muſt thortly put off our c | 


LE * 4 - x nl 


Au v as it ma 2 very | — 9 — to —— 
this, ſo it ſhould aſant Meditation to us; For 
every Notice to us of rh Nature from the Lo A v 
 Fzsvs thould be taken in Love as it is ſurely meant; 
or in the Face of CA 18 crucified, and from the 
Mouth of Cazisr riſen and aſcended; we ſee and hear 
of Mortality and Death in ſuch's Light ang Power, as 
nothing” elſe can thow it in. & | 
Br How. and wherein has our Lozp E us 


. bent pets ob aur Ta. 


C 4 #3 


N. thus: Hz bes thown it to us 1 85 rſt A- | 
S ine of 
— and Evil, it had been yet unknown to us,” Hb 
has ſhewn us 5 how in Adam all dis, how by ou 
Man ſin enter d into the World and Dearh by ſi, aig 
— =; {fed on all, — al} are Sinners, He that opens 

ook of GO » and the Seals thereof, has in the firſt 
e of it open'd to us the Gates of ones ang ſhewn 
Beginning and the End thereof “. 


* Tar Lon p Jzevs has ſhewn us Fi Himſulf, 
in his own Dying, that we muſt ſhortly put eff our 
Tabernacle. Wi \ his dead Body all his Saints go down 
to the Duſt, and like His their Fleſh reſts in Hops f. 
This is that ſight of Death which takes away the Sing 
of it, and delivers from the Fear of Sondage. Come 
ſee the Place where the LO R D lay, and prepare to 
ge Him thro? the dark . and into the Cham 


of Death 1. 4 
you Cor xv. 21. Rom. v.12. * Job XXXVi$i.17. Rewer 
FT Ifa. xxvi. 19. Pfal. xvi. 9: Pe Mat-3x91L. 6. 4 Cor. 
3 Hab. ii. 15· | | 
C | Again, 
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Again, H ( the Lamb ftain from the Foundation 
N World ) did from the Beginning ſhow his People 
that they muſt die, in the Sacrifices and Offerings out. 

of the Flocks and Herds; even from the Day of Abel. 

In the Blood of 'Theſe Adam had the firſt Sight of 

Death; and they were Norices to him that he Fin elf 

muſt die, as well as E of the Death of Cn 1627 

the great Sacrifice. Thus Man convers'd with Death 

in all the Worßbip that he offer'd to Gop from the Day 
of his Fall. Death ſtar'd him in the face as often as 
he came to Gods Altar, and the Lox» ſhewed him 
that he muſt ſhortly die, in the bleeding Figures of his 
oven Death. Death was the Cry as the Door of the 

Tabernacle and Temple, in the Blood of the Sacrifices, 

thro?.all the Days of the Old Teftament : As it is yet in 

the Churches of Cuz isr,and at his Table, in the Memo- 
rials of his Death, thro? the Days of the New Teſtament. 


I the Sacraments of Chriſtianity, we remember in 
ſolemn Form the Dying of the LoxvD IIS us, and 
are awfully minded of our on approching change. 
The Table of Cnunis mT, where we ſhow forth His 
Death till He come, is to pus us always in Remem- 
brance of the preſent Truth, (as my Context ſpeaks, ) 
and to. ſtir us up to the Conſideration of it, That 
within a little time He comes, as to every one of us, 
and we muſt ſhortly appear before Him to give an Ac- 
count, how we have remembred his Dying, and how 
our own, and got ready for his Coming. Did I 
not warn you, may the Los p then ſay, as often as 
you went to my Houſe and Table, of your dying 
ſhortly, and of your appearing before-my judgment 
Seat ? was it not openly ſ#ewwn you in the Memorials 
of my own Death? 1 85 

Tu us again, In every Sermon preached to us on 
the Subject of Death, whether the dying Creature will 
hear or whether he will forbear, CR RIS r ſends him 
Line upon Line concerning his paſſing hence, to his 
eternal judgment. From Sabbath to Sabbath this harth 
String is grated on, and the unwilling- Mortal is made 
to bear it. O it is CMA ISH that ſpeaks to us * 


A 


* 


x 
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Word and Spirit, and ſhews us that we muſt die, wo 
know net how ſoon or ſuddenly; and what a great 
thing it is to (et our Souls in Order againſt that dread- 
ful Hour! That the ſecond Death may have no power 
over us! That we may never be hurt of it! That 
this laſt Enemy may be ſlain before us! And that to 
die may be our Gain, infinite and eternal Gain! 


Zo in all the Records of the Death of Saints and 
Sinners, from the Death of Adan, Noah, Abra- 
ham and Moſes, to the Death of Peter and Johu, the 
'Lon'p has ſhewn his People, from Generation to 
Generation, that they muſt ſhortly die. Tour Fathers 
"where are they? and the Prophets, do they live for 
ever d And who art Thou, O Man ! whoſe inward 
Tho't is, that thy Houſe ſpall continue for ever ? and 
thy ' Dwelling-place to all Generations "© © 


Moreover, In: the Deaths and Funerals of our Ro- 
lations and Friends, from Week to Week, CAA IS v 
ſhews us that we alſo muſt ſhortly die. We may 
ſee our Lon D at every Funeral with the Keys of 
Hades in his Hand ||. He tis and he faves alive; and 
none can deliver out of his Hand. The Farnuns 
judges no Man, but has committed this Judgment to 
: the Son. If He will that Peter be bound and die, 
and that obs tarry till he come; what is it to the reſt 
of the. Diſciples ? Ve alſo has determined by what 
Death every Believer ſhall glorify Gov. The Kingdom 
of Providence is His, and the two great Things in it 
Ze & Deal. TRE a $35.42 
Ix is therefore our Loa p F ESUS who ſhews us 
we muſt ſhortly die, in all thoſe bodily Inprmitits, 
- Pains & Sitkneſſes, - which we feel within ourſelves 
daily, and which are the Syoptoms of Death upon us; 
and as we advance in Years the Shadows of it lengthen 
upon us. Tis an inſtructiva Fable that you have read, 
% How a certain Man made an Agreement with Death, 


Rev. i 18. Deut. xxxii 2 John Ve 2. 
| : 


© # 
A 
that 


- 
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| that he ſhould kindly give im ſome Notice & Warning 

© of his Coming; and when Death afterward came upon 
im fuddenly,. the trembling Man pleaded his Premiſe; 

«« Did you not agree to give me Notice of yourComing ;? 

Yes, anſwered the grim Officer, and ſo 1 did often, but 
you would not mind me: Did I not at ſuch a; Time 
ace! you by ſuch a Faintnels > and again at ſuch 3 

Time by ſuch a Pain? and yet again at other Times 
thele and thoſe Fits of Sickneſs? Theſe were the ki 
Notices of my Coming; and now Come away / 


Bor in the laft place, and in the beſt Senſe of all, : 
Cnr 187 ſhows unto his own, Diſciples, as. he did to 
Pater, that they muſt ſhortly put of their Tabernacle, 
by. the effectual Impreſſions of his Grace, and by the - 
Fraching of his Sr IA IT. He lavingly enlightned Peter, 
and ſo he doth all his Elect, in the Trutb before us; 
whereby they are inclined and made to live in a ſerious 
and diligerſt Preparation for Death, Judgment and Eter- 
nity. - So he makes them wiſe for their Souls, wile unto 
Salvation. He ſhows them their dying State in a power- 
ful and rating, Light. This is for Cu is 70. ſow, 
and for vs to know: As it is written, All thy Children 
Hall be taught of GOD. +; B nl aye 


Lux our, Souls apply to Cxn184 by fervent Prayer, 
ee Lord; FESUS, Be Thou my Teacher in this great 
and neceſſary Leſſon ! In thy Tight ſhew me my mortal 
dying State. 1 H 


O lev us gladly learn of Him, who is the Teacher 
come from Gop ! learn this of Him, which is the EAd 
all en! Learn it from his Word, learn it from his 
Lie, learn it from his Miniſters, learn it in his Ordi- 
nances, learn it at his Table, where Death is ſet forth 

evidently before our Eyes; learn it every Sabbath and 
at every Sacrament, being early at the Sepulcbre every 

Lon p's- Day; and finally, learn it of the bleſſed en- 

lightning and ſanctifying SI AI or Cuxisr, for none 
teacheth like Him, none effectually beſides Him. 


1 N Voun 


, as 


; | . 
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 Youn Masters labout to ſhew you this plaineſt 
Truth in a convincing Light: They think it meet, as 
Peter did, as long as you are with them in this 'Thber- 
nacle to du up, by putting you in Remembranee 
ofit: They Would endeavour tht after their Bervafo 
you may Have theſe things always in Remembrance : To 
this End the Ordinances of Cuk is r are graciohſly or- 
dained, wiſely adapted, and to be diligently uſed: But O 
my Hrethren, look off from dyiag Miniſters, aud Took 
above all prefent uu of Grace, to che efvicified rien 

13 0 8 xt the right ard of Go! Look to Hi 
r his Hor Y Sytk1r, favingly to om you your 


4 


ſion of it. 


Har the Miniſters, & h 
his of the FAT ATR Aid 
before w | 
in the Grave whither We are gomg. 


nor has the Zor uus ſhown us that we tmuſt 


appy the Peof le, who learn 
ta Kavi!” Let us do it 
die, ! for theres is no Knowledge or Work 


ſhortly put off theſe our Tabernacles 2 So has He alſo 


ſhawn us, That we muſt put them on again f. He has 

told us, That there ſhall be a Reſurrettion of the Dead, 
both of the Juſt and Unjuſt; That / that are in chew 
Graves ſhall hear his Voice aud come forth; That of 
all whom the Father has given Him he will loſe noge, 
but will raiſe them up at the lift Day; That He 
himſelf is riſen the Fruit fruits of them that flecp ; 
That as in Adum all die, ſo in Him they ſhall-be mache 
alive; That this Corruprible muſt put on Incorruption, 
and this Mortal muſt N 5 
then ſhall be bro't paſs the ſaying ; “ Death is ſcpal- 
lowed up in Victory. Thus He that his told uso t= 
ting of the Body, has not Jeft his holy "Ones in Cor- 
Tuption, but has "byo's Life and Immortality to light 
unto them. a | 8 1 Hunte IE) 


| 0 +": $1 4148 
Acts xxiv. is. John v. 28 vi. 39, 40 44. 1 Cor xv. 
ö 20, 23, Se. e | 


dying State, and help You to live in the due Appreheu- 


Bue © 


- 


n 
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Bvx lt is time I come to the Fourrh Head. 


IV. Tan Miniſters of CR IS V know, and they 
ought to know, it concerns Them to know as it does 
their Hearers, and the Lord Jn 8ws has ſhewn to 
them in particular, that They as well as others muſt 
ſhorily put off their Tabernacles. oy t 


Ir was PETA, the Apoſtle of Jrsvs CHRIST, 
who knew that He was ſoon to die, as his Loans had 
ſhewn him. And every Miniſter of Cas 1sT knows the 
ſame thing reſpecting himſelf, and ſhould take to him- 
{elf theſe very Words and ſay, © I know that 7 muft 


ſhortly put off this my Tabernacle; my Lo np has 
| ſhewed we this. 


DEATH knows #0 Diſtinction, Degree, Order or 
Character of Men; has no reſpe& to Perſons. But of all 
Orders, that of the ſacred Minifry thould moſt know 
and conſider their Mortal ftate, and live according to 
the Knowledge of it. ---- They know no more the Day 
of their Death than other Men, nor the Manner of it. 


They are as frail and mouldring Duſt, as any of the 


Lords Congregation. They alſo. are formed out of the 
Clay, and returning into it, tho' they are in Gops ſtead 
to corruptible Men, bringing the Lords Meilages *: =» 


Ir is meet for dying People to have dying Teachers; 
very meet that they who preach to others of Death and 
Eternity, be dying Perſons, and do it firſt to Them- 
ſelves ; ſenſible that they are going into the ſame Grave, 
and to the ſame eternal World with their Hearers. 


Or all the Prophets, only Enoch and Elias ſaw not 
Death. Aaron died in the ſight of all the Congregation. 
And we read of Eliſba's Death, tho' he inherited a 
double Portion of the Spirit of Elias. His dying tos 
was honour'd with Miracles and the Mourning of Kings 
and of che Schools. 0 


Job xxxiii 6. * 
So MiNisTERS 


\. | "heir own Death. . wy 


 Mrnrvrzas die og 7 Cano other Men; and in the 
midſt of Uſefulneſs, Labours and Fruitfulneſs; They 
live to old Age alſo, arc grey in their Lords. Work, ane 
worn out in the Service of Souls. Sometimes they 
out- live their Work, and their Powers for Service are 
gone beſore they put off their Tabernacles. Or they die 
with all their Powers, vigorous and active in them; in 
the midſt of their Projections for the Service of Cu 16 
and Souls: Ia that very Day their princely Tho'ss 

riſh. Yea they have died in the Pulpit, or been led 
om it to their dying Bed. nd ee 


T = x xy die ofthe ſame Diſaaſes that others do: of 
Fevers or Dropſies, by Languiſhings and Conſumptions, 
or by Apoplexies and ſudden Suffocations : They. die 
of Stupors, or Strangury, of dolorous Cancers ( and that 
even in the Tongue, as did a late excellent Miniſter in 
London): They die of noifome and ulcerous Diſeaſes 
as well as others; their Fleſh broken aud become loat h- 
ſome before it is put off; their body vile to an Eye of 
ſenſe: They die by evil Accidents, as we call em, 
by broken Bones, by Drowning, by Beafts of Prey ;-( as 
the oi Prophet) or by the hands of Robbers. and Ene- 
mies, or by Violence and Injuftice under the Name and 
Form of Law. They are in trouble as other Men, and 
plagued like other Men; and (like Peter) have Bands 
in their Death. How many of Chriſts faithful 
eminent Miniſters have died . —— for his Name and 
Truth? Since the Death of Stephen, and James and 
Peter. Gop has ( according to his Sovereign Will ) /ep 
them forth appointed to Death, a Spectacle to the Watld, 
0 Angels and Men. But if they live and die at Home, 
in Eaſe and on their Beds; die af Age and in Honour, 
with their Children and Friends about them; beloved 
deſir'd and pray'd for by their People; and mourn'd 
for when they can continue no longer, but xo from 
the Place of the Holy, This alſo is like other worthy 
Worſhippers. . N 8 


Mixisrzxs know all this concerning T hemſel ves, and 
ſo do all about them; and it is by no means to _ 
SIS; ut 


MINISTERS mindful of 


but c affect my ſelf and you, that T have fald fo much 
about it. An to aſfeck our ſelves the more, Why 
mould I not add, “ That Miniſters are Sinners like 
1s" den, and ſhould be Er hes to their locks 
of 3 Dying, and are val 4 erein conformed” 10 
Cupisr, is other Members. Nay are not their 
Sins greater than other Mens? And fhall- they not 
then ſuffer the Pains of Death as well as others ? 
Ori i Cyx187! has gaſted Death for Them, among the 
Church of his Ele, ſhall not they alſo drink F his 
Cup ? and be baptiſed with his Baptiſm? And the ra- 
ther, if like the wo Bret pres they hope to be nearer 
to Him than Others, in his Xi»gdew and Glory. I 
fay again, Why ſhould they not go before their F ocks 
in hey Dying as well as Livin To hear abont 1 
Dying of the Ted sus while they live * ; and ( that 
hls: Grace 200. e i when they come to dit ; 3 
11 1 may Harte * Souls edified)) in their 
1 ther #3 be is Tife or Dear l. 


Fos theſe Rea ons Miniſters die, and ſhould de, ik 
ether Men. They know it, and have nothing to ſa 
inſt it. And they need and oug ih to know it prat 

eilly, it to their Heart and live accordingly ; as 
much, if not more than Others. PE TRR ba the 
drimacy in this reſpect, among the Hrethren to whom 

wrote; tho? not among the Apoſtles, In this let 
Anifters learn of Him, and be Fol lowers of him, * 
ne was of CAR IS r. 


Worry to Go it could * truly ſaid of all the 
Miniſters of Jz8vs, that rhe 3 have a ſaving Know- - 

of this plain Truth, whic they y preach to yr 

wes and Oth is from day to day w- happy were 
tor Paſtors and Floss to har” if this #/ 72 ſmall 
Principle in the Oracles of & o p, known to every Babe 
ii the Church; were but indeed fully learn'd by 2 
Doctors in it? Art thou a FINE” + in 3 


2 4 


1 a ere be 1 Phil: l 3. _ 2 —_ + 


knowef 


| ? 


1 % * 93 8 f 0 : 7 . 
A - f . k 8 4 41 * * 
. * 3 : 2 ) I F N 3 1 * * #% * 
- their ou Dent. 19 


knoweft nos this? But O tis a great and chief and fſt 
thing indeed! and happy is He that has learn'd Pu © 
he ought to know it ! It is the Power of Gov unto. 
the Salvation both of Preacher and Hearer. We may 
ſtudy the Point, preach it, and urge it on our Selves © 
and others, and yet not have learn'd it. 


Bu r who are ſo obliged, bound and advantaged to 
conſider duely of, and live by the Knowledge of their 
own Mortality, as the Miniſters of the Goſpel ? Who 
are more call'd to converſe with Death, and to look into 
Eternity than they are? | How often are they at the 
ſitk and dying Beds of People, to the moſt ſolemn Ends 
and Purpoſes ; to miniſter ta their Souls, to enquire into ' 
their Spiritual State to aſſiſt them and pray over them 
in the Agonies of Death? and to follow their Remains, 
among the Mourners, to the Graye ! _ 1 


W ro ſhould know and underſtand their own Mor- 
tality, if not they who are ſo often call'd to preach upon 
the dark and melgncholly Subject? and to lead others 
into the ſerious OBacemplation of it, in all its Weight, 
Importanee and awful Conſequence ? To whom ſhould” 
the Day of Death and judgment be more a:vſu/, or more 
Joyfu} than to the Miniſters of Chriſt? Who bave a” 

reater Account than they to give? How glorious a 
rophets © Rexward, if they find Mercy to be faithful 
but how dreadful the great and rerriblè Day to Them, 
if otherwiſe /_ | 2 


How then ought Aſiniſters, above all Men, to know, 
conſider and lay to heart their frail and dying State? 
the Greatneſs of their Work, the Shortnels of their Time, 
and the Account they have to give? They are the Men, 
who above any thould-have Death and Eternity always 
in their Eye, ever upon their Heart, and be able to ſay 
with the Apoſtle, © 1 die Daily! And who ſhould” 
urge themſelves on in their Work with his A7ives ||,” 


f x Cor. xv. 31. Heb- xiii. 19% 1 Cor. is. 2.9- 1 Tim. iv. 16. 
| "I „ 
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it h Grief! And leſt after I baue 


from day to day in ſerving their Souls, by 
* e had of his own ying : Which I take to be 
2 


moſt in the Views of Eternity? As I remember that 


* p - 


& That 1 may give ub my Account with og and net 


, 32 2 — ** * 
1 my /eij. 1 ove. the Caſt- away! And again, 
4 14 . on my 445 and them that hear 
me ! ---- How ſhould we. feel the Power and Force of 


| ſuch Words, as they pals to our Minds, and come 
from our Lips? | Reed 


Anus it is to be charitably \uppeſed of the Miniſters 
of Religion, that as m@xy of them, and far more in Pro- 


portion of this Order than of any other, have th {& | 
0 


ving Knowledge of the Truth before us; or elſe 
uls, 


unto their So and to the Churches of Cax 1sr for 
their ſakes, This doth in a ſpecial manner agree to their 
holy and ſpiritual Calling, to their peculiar Bonds and 
Ordination Vows, and to their high Profeſſion. And 
this is the Way for them to be bleſſed by Gop and made 
ſucceſsful in their Work: As Moſes prayed for, and 
propheſied concerning the Tribe of Levi, and bleſſed 
them with his dying ips; Deut. 33. 8. Les thy Urim 
and thy T hummim be with thy Holy One. Which was 
to ſay, Let Gop furniſh them wit thoſe Giſts and 
Graces, that Light and Integrity, that Illumination and 
Sanctification, which are requiſite to the faithful Diſ- 
charge of the Duties of their high and ſacred Office. 
And ſo Aaron was illuminated, living in a Preparation 
to undreſs and die, at a Day or an Hours Warning. 
And this is a ſhining part in the Character of bleſſed 
Paul; as he tells the Corinthians that by Death working 


in him, Life ſpiritual and eternal was the more convey? 


to them thro* his Miniſtry ; he being the 8 
the daily 


the ſenſe of thoſe Words, or. 4. 12. So then Death 
worketh in us, but Life in you. For, the more a 


lively Apprehenſon of Death and Eternity works in 


the Miniſſers of CnRIST, ſo much the more like are 
they to be inſtrumental to the ſpiritual Liſe of their 
People. And who in fact are like laborious, and it 
may be ſucceſeful, in their Mmiſtry, as thoſe that live 


the 


N 1 CG Re » 1 pas 9 A „ Fe 4 * g 
"EIN" «a * * | nt aa 4 A R ** c ö 
0 ay a - a . * % 6+ 7 T a "= i 7 = * 
. wy ü « b 3 Y * 2 N Me 
» q Y = , : 7 * 1 
? -. x * - 
0 - 


che Ventnble Mr. Barer in his Age, reflettcs with _ 

pleafure-on the Goodneſs of Govp to Hit tho” his lie, 

that by a weak and dying ſtate of Body the had been | 
dying, praying and preaching like a dying 

for thirty Years together. RE bf 


kept 
Man 


O the Comfort and Pleafare to a Miniſter in Age, or to 
any Chriftian, that can thus look back bu a Life ſpent 
in he Knowledge of Death, aud a diligent Preparation 

for it. With, what Calm and Peace may ſuch a Servant 
of Cnx 157 take leave of his Brethren, as the Apoſtle 
Pau did of the Elders about Epbeſus? Act. 20. Yeu 
how triumphantly may he ſpeak of and meet his ad- 

vancing Change in the Wards of the lame Apoſtle to 

Timothy; 2. Epiſt. 4. Chap. 6, ), 8. I am ready to be 

offered, and the Time of my arture is at hand; T 
Þeve foug ht a good Fight, I have finiſhed my Courſe, 

T have keps the Faith; Henceforth is laid up for me 

# Crown of Righteouſneſs, <ehich the righteous Fudge 

"Hh give me at that Day; and not ro me only, but to 
all Minifters and People) rhas love and hook 

for his appearing. . 1 


Bax ruxkx, Pray for us, your unworthy Miniſters, 
that for the honour of Ca IST, and the fake of our 
own and your Souls together, We may be ape of 
Gow (and you with us) to live looking into our Graves, 
and min@ful of the things that are unſeen and eternal. 
. 15 the Way to be labouring Miniſters, and fruitful. 

rUtians. _ 1 9 


. 


. Loox on us, my Brevhren, as poor frail dying 
Preachers, _ with you into an dafl aut 
And Gor help Us to look on You with the fame Eye. 
I there be any Treaſure put into us, for the Diſpenſarion 
of the Goſpel, it is at beſt but in a brittle earthen Faſſel, 
that will be broken within a few days, and the Becks 
and Se275that no know us, ſhall know us no more. 


How fhould we therefore pray and preach and hear 
28 Perfons on the Brink of Eternity! And how mach 
D 2 | ; l 2 better. ; | 
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:* MINISTERS nud. of 
if we were more under the Power of this juſt and awful 
View of our ſelves! . 


ns 


Lx us now every One, both Speaker. and Heater, 
lay his hand upon his on Breaſt, and ſay to Himſelf 
in the Preſence and Fear of the Great Gop, © 7 ku 
that ſportiyʒ I muſt put off this MY Tabernacle | My 

' Loxv has ſhewed we this a thouſand times over! But 
O my Soul, Haſt thou ſaid it to thy Self daily, as becomes 
thy uncertain and dying State? ---- It is Very ſerious 
and important thing, and I leave it to every ones 
Cen e. $3 1 


4 


Aud now I ſeem to have prevented w ſelf, in 
what I might have deſign'd to ay on the laſt Propoſi- - 
tion, That it is meet for the Miniſters of CuRIST, as 

Jong as they are in the Body, to ſtir up Themſelves 
and their People, by putting them in Remembrance of 
theſe Things; and to endeavour that after their De- 

ceaſe they may have them always in Remembrance. 


' + You will pleaſe to. accept and improve the- preſeny 
_ Diſcourſe, as meant by the Will of Gov for bis End. 


. Ap I wiſh it were at all Vorthy to bring to your 
bl | Remembrance, with a deſerved Reſpect and Reverence, 
18 the Perſon and Miniſtry of tha honoured and beloved 
Hh Servant of Curr ; to whoſe Memory and your Spi- 
yy © ritual Profit it is a {mall Tribute. 93: 


* 


ov have ſeen the main Deſign and Scope of his 
powerful and ſucceſsful Miniſtry, With the bleſſed Fruit 
And Crows of it, in the Things that I have ſaid; What 
_ - He reap'd from it himſelf, and with pleaſure ſaw others 
Tax 0 Grace He was not negligent. to put all unto 
whom, he came in Remembrance of the great Concerns 
oſ their Souls and the eternal World. 4s long as he 
2045 in this Tabernacle, (and how long was that thro* 
the Favourof Go o to us , how did be ſtir up mw 
"A , 2 , j an 
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and all that heard him, in his pungent and awak ning 
Diſcourſes, as knowing that he muſt ſhortly give an 
Account to Go vp, and thoſe that heard him, gather | 
wich him. And now after his Deceaſe, We ſhould have 
theſe things always in Remembrance, as We can bear 
Witneſs for him he earneſtly endeavour'd, While he was 
with us and came to us in the Name of the Lox p. Let 
his Death bring to our Remembrance, and fix deep 
in our Hearts all that we have ſeen and heard, of the 
Power of Godlinefs in his teaching Life and Miniſtry. 


As the age oſtle wrote to his Son Timothy, fo 
the W Hale, of the Land may repreſent 
the Deceaſed yet ſpeaking to them ; © Thou haſt fully 
known my Doctrine, manner of Life, Purpoſe, Faith, 
Long-ſufferiug, Charity, Patience: Gontenus thou in 


the things which thou haſt learned & haſt been aſſured of. 
b . * f 5 IAA 1 


Tu Crows of Life is.to. finiſh well, in a happy 
Death. And the way to this is to pals our Days here 
under the governing Tho'ts {of Death and Eternity. 


WX muſt congratulate , with the wile -abd faithful 
Servant that Lives and finiſhes thus; as the Spectators in 
8 — Olympic Games ſhouted him that carried off the 

T IIZe. . K 1 F 
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© Tux laſt Charadter of a Goſpel Miniſter is Sandlity 
and Fidelity in his Logxp's Work, in the diligent Im- 


- ; provement of many Talents, and the gaining of many 
more thereby. Fife, Ms Ne 


+44 


vos 5:1 an bg 655290 
T nx Gifts and Powers, natural and acquired, of -an 
active Soul in a ſound Body, are à rich 22 : 
the Srudent, the Diſputant, the Caſuift, and the power- 
ful Preacher, are great and good lines in the pour- 
traiture of a compleat Divine: But yet theſe are: the 
beaſt part in the juft Character which the Public has h 
to day of the Deceaſed : The holy Man of GOD, 
and the diligent, co daſſifare and faithful Paſtor ** 
are much ,bolder and brightor Lines in his LET 
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und angelical Face. So among the worthy Rembim 
of his Leatning and Miniſtry in Print, the Aerie he 
| has left to us, his {| Safety of appearing in 3be Righ- 
ene of CHRIST  outſhines the reſt. 
Falch in hat glorious Righteouſneſs, he has lived and 
Hed here below ; and in f he now appears, in Safety 
und Glory, before the Throne of Gov. | 


Laer the Miniſters of Cuk sr, elder and * 
now. preſent before the Loa v, learn from the holy \ 
and happy Death of this our Father, how to full our 
Miniftty. Let us to this End live more than ever in 
the conſtant Remembrance of the Mortality & Immor- 
Fakiry of our ſelves and others. We need more than 
any Men to do ſo, we are more obliged to it than others, 
We are more ad vantaged for- it and admoniſbed of it 

others; and it may turm to the Salvation of 

It will greatly adorn us, inrich us, and make us uſeful, 
yild us green Comfort and a far exceeding eternal 


Anv not only let elder Miniſters be quickened in 
their Work | by conſidering hr they dis wer 
Norty; but younger Ninifters alſo ſhould be as mock 
Kirred' up by the ſame Motive, knowing chat They 
may die before their Rlders: And therefore while they 
emulate their Gifts, W Uſefulneſs, let m_ 
Kot count upon attai t ays of the Tears o 
bei Pilgrimage ; but let them begin eameſtly, that 
may make good Proficiency and do much Werk in a 
little Time, ſuppoſing their Days ſhould be foon num- 
bered and finiſhed by the Sovereign Gov. 


Lo v have learn'd of the renowned 2/4, to look 
up after out aſcended Fut hers, and cry to their Gor 
For a double Portion of the Tame dr IA IT to reft on You, 
that you may tread in their Steps: And if like Them 
chat are gone before you, you to excel in Grace, 
5 n n 
Which is now again in the Preſt, 
| ip 


- _— - 1 * tas 4 
* . a 2 * 7” = 4 : ? N 4 
: 8 GY CF PRICEY * ths e 
3 
* 
4 
* 
. 


-, their own Death. _ 25 


in Knowledge, in Learning, in Labours & Uſefulneſs; 
to live in Honor and Eſteem among the People of Cop, 

and in inward Peace and Comfort; take this ſhort 

- Courſe for it, © Live tho'tful of Death, and In a careful 

Preparation for a bleſſed Eternity. A | 


Lzr our Candidates for the Evangelical Miniſtry 
begin here, and go 04 with this, in all their Preparations | 
for it, and in their ſolemn Entrance on it. Lay this 
good Foundation deep, and build ſtrong for Eternity. 


THIS will make you — — in your Studies, to give 
your ſel ves to Reading & Meditation; redeeming yout 

Time: And this will make you pray over your Studies, 
and preach. your Sermons firſt to your ſelves. 


To have done, This wiſe and conſcientious Tho'tfyl-- 
ne's of Death, and thele habitual Preparations for id, 
will incline and excite us in our whole public Miniſtry, 
and in all our more private Applications to Souls, w 
act as dying Men with dying People And this is the 
Way to live. above the Far of Death now, and to a- 
tain a Prophets Reward at the End of a few Days | 
When they that are Wiſe ail ſbinè as the Brighancſs of , 
the Firmwament, and they that turn many to Rightcauſe 
neſs as the Stars for ever and ever *, This is the way 
to attain the triumphant Knowledge and Aſſurance of 
many a primitive SAINT; T For we know, that if ow 
earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle were 2 Wwe hau 
8 Building of GOD, a Houſe not made with Haudg, 


etfynab in tbe Heavens. 
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buried here, the very reverend and aged, our 
| = honoured and beloved Paſtor, Mr. Solomon 
Stoddard; too eminent a Perſon to be ſuffer d to 
flip into his Grave in filenc. —  _- . 
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Hz was born at Beſton, Anne 16 4 3. The eldeſt © 
Son of Anthony Stoddard Elq ; by his ſecond Wife, 
who was the Siſter of Sir Geerge Downing. Had 
his School Learning at Cambridge, under the fa- 
mous Maſter Corlet. 'Took his firſt Degree at Har- 
vard College Anno 1 6 6 2. And was afterwards + 
one of the Fellows of that Houfe. Growing out of 
Health by reaſon of too cloſe an Application to his 
Studies, he was prevail'd on to take a Voyage to 

. Barbados, with Governor Serle as his Chaplain, 

where he preach'd to the Diſſenters in that Iſland. 
But his State of Health growing better, he teturn'd 
to his Native Cauntry in about two Nears. 


Urox the Death of the excellent Mr. Eleazer 
Mather, the firſt Paſtor of the Church in this Place, 
who died when but 35 Years of Age, Mr. Stoddard 
was choſen , and invited to ſucceed him. He was 
ordain'd to the _ Paſtoral - Office over us, Anno 
1672; and we have injoy'd an uncommon Bleſ- 
fing in him, for 36 Years together. 

8 F His 
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was furnaſh 
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is uiſite 
N He was + well 
7 well yers'd:in the 


Diſputant, à Wi * _ Judicious © 
ice and Counſel 4 much 
ag e he was diligen x, Bee coyftant ; 
Gl, compuſiones 1 Hl is Sermons were p lain | 
fac = For Tational and ee His. Subjects 
12 to awaken ſecure Sinners, ditect Souls 
1 of their {piritual State, And he was. | 
favou! Ky; oy Mary! 1 ce of Go 
8 r 
> of which there were e e Sealons, 
in See the Spe of Go v ſo mov'd upon the Hearts 
of the Place, What wuſt I do to be ſaved } And Con- 
verte were ſo numerous, as to give a happy Occaſion 
a Cloud, and as the Doves to their Windows HEM 
Hz was a Man zealous againſt Sin, 2 how We" | 
Go v. by, the ** the Nation, and His Fans in 
Sp World. 175 
under his Miniſtry; and ſcarce any Miniſter was moro 
d and beloy'd by his People, POE. 
Land, but his Light and Influence went out thro' the 
Whole Country; and His being our Paſtor gave. { BE 


overnment ; himſelf 
and A by the 8 ſcrupulous, 
cal, experiment 1 piritual, cloſe 
= FT great Work of Converſion, an to help 
Works many ry.; in the 
of his People, that it became almoſt the general Cry 
for that admiring Queſtion, Who are rbeſe that 1 as. 
for the iniquities of the Times, an earneſt Pleader with 
Tun moſt in the Town 1 been born & trot up 
His Station was indeed in a remote Cornet of the 
Name and Reputation to the Town, the 
| K Hs 
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He uv for many Years together to make his 

Vilits to | Bof0»n at the time of the Comme - 

and the Day after to preach the Public Lecture, to 4 
numerous Audience, expecting and glad to hear him. 


His Labourt and Uſefulneſs were drawn out to an 
uncommon length. For fifty Years, or more, he 
preached twice every Loxn's day; and tilt his $6th- 
ear (in which he died) he was a conſtant Preacher 
ene Part of the Lon v's-days,and at a monthly-Lecture 
without the uſe of Notes at all; and, in the Opinion of 
{ome good Judges, ſo well, that it could not be diſcern'd 
his Powers 'were much abated. And ſo cloſe did he 
follow his Studies, even in this advanced Age, that 
when he died he had a conſiderable Number of Sermons 


ſtudied, that were never preach'd. 1 5 
H igjoy'd a great meaſure of Health, and was ſeldem 
taken off from his beloved Work by Sicknefs* His 
Stature was ſomething ' taller then the common Size, his 
Countenance comely, his Preſence venerable ; his Whole 
Look and Behaviour ſuch as gave thoſe who convers'd 
with him, occaſion to ſay of him, as the Woman of the 
Prophet, I percetve that this is a holy Man of Gt. 


Ta whole Land has a great Loſs in his Death ; for 
ſuch Perſons are the Charicis and Horſemen of a People, 
their Glory and Defence. © © dE kr CI 


Hz married Mrs. Mather, the nt and pious 

4 Relict of his Predeceſſor, and Daughter of the Reverend 
Mr. Var bam of Windſor, who now ſurvives him; by 
whom . he was bleſs'd with many Children, eight of 

Which are living, two Sons, and Six Daughters. His 

Eldeſt Son, the Reverend Mr. Anthony Stoddard, is 

now the worthy Paſtor of the Church at Moodberry. 

His ſecond Son, Col. John Stoddard, is one of the ou | 
Let Members of His Majeſty's Council. And five of his 

Daughters are married to worthy Miniſters. The Rev. 

Mr. Milliams of Hatjield, (one of his Sons in Law" 
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Hz had the Satisfaction for ſome time beſore he died, 
to have his Grandſon, Mr. Jonathan Edwards, joined 


with him, to be the Collegue of his Age, and 


ceſſor at his Death; for whom we can't wiſh: any 


better, 
4. 
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